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1. Introduction: Stratigraphy of the Site
Excavation and restoration work carried out by
Rome “La Sapienza™ University at the site of Khir-
bat al-BatrawT in north-central Jordan between
2005 and 2010 brought a significant portion of this
untouched EB II - III fortified town to light, with a
continuous sequence of structures and occupation-
al layers from the beginning of the 3rd millennium
BC to the final destruction of the town at the end
of EB IIIB (Nigro 2009a, 2010a. 2010b: Nigro ed.
2006, 2008: 2012: Nigro and Sala 2009: 2010).

The coherent and uninterrupted stratigraphic
sequence of this site. which was affected by suc-
cessive episodes of destruction and reconstruc-
tion, preserves three main periods of occupation
(respectively EB II, EB IIIA and EB IIIB; Nigro
2010a: 42-44) and many sealed contexts. This has
allowed us to explore developments in the ceramic
repertoire of this early urban community within
the general framework of the north-central Jorda-
nian pottery horizon, including sites as Khirbat az-
Zayaqun (Genz 2002), Pella (Bourke 2000), Tall
Abu al-Kharaz (Fischer 2008), Tall al-Handagiiq
North (Mabry 1989), Tall as-Sa*1diyya (Tubb 1988:
figs 32, 35, 38. 1998: 44), Tall al-Handaqtig South
(Chesson 2000) and the more recently excavated
site of Tall Zar*a (Vieweger et al. 2009).

The clearest and best-preserved stratigraphic se-
quence at the site was excavated on the north side
of the town in Area B (see Nigro this volume: figs
1 - 2), both inside and outside the EB II - III main
city-wall (Nigro 2007: 347-349, 352-353: Nigro
ed. 2008: 7-8, 66-76, 127-147; 2012: 13-30, 145-
167).

Three successive destruction layers (related to
the destructions which afflicted the town at the end
of EB I1. EB IIIA and EB IIIB) were excavated out-
side the main city-wall and between it and the ad-
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ditional lines of fortification (FIGS. 1 - 2): the town
was destroyed three times during EB 11 - 11l and
the fortifications underwent at least two major re-
constructions, at the beginning of EB IIIA and EB
IIIB (Nigro 2009a: 663-670, 2010a: 44-47, 2010b:
435-441; Nigro ed. 2008: 89-101).

The same sequence was also identified inside
the blocked EB II city-gate (FIG. 3: Nigro 2007:
349-350; Nigro ed. 2008: 75-76). Despite two ma-
jor destructions at the end of EB II and EB IIIA in
fact. the town achieved continuous growth during
EB III, and strata accumulated against the blocked
gate until the final destruction of the town at the
end of EB IIIB.

The clear stratigraphy in Area B, as well as in
other areas of the site (see below). allowed the three
main chronological phases of the Early Bronze Age
town to be tightly defined (TABLE 1): viz. EB II,
EB IIIA and EB IIIB. These all yielded evidence
for remarkable functional and typological develop-
ment of the local pottery horizon. Particularly note-
worthy 1s the clear distinction between the EB II1A
and EB IIIB pottery repertoires, which have been
hard to separate on some sites, but are nonetheless
well-defined on a number of stratified settlements
including Jericho / Tall es-Sultan (Hennessy 1967:
6-25: Marchetti and Nigro eds 2000: 29-31, 41-
42,50-51 [Area F, EB IIIA], 132-133 [Area B, EB
IIIB] - thanks to the recent stratigraphic re-assess-
ment carried out by the Italian - Palestinian expedi-
tion -) and Khirbat Yarmouk (de Miroschedji 2000;
de Miroschedji er al. 1988: 76-84).

The following article examines the ceramic rep-
ertoires of the three main phases at BatrawT and
summarises the main contexts of finds for each pe-
riod: EB II, EB IIIA and EB IIIB. Ceramic mate-
rial 1s presented in broad, functional classes: table
/ domestic ware, cooking ware, storage ware and
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I. Western section of squares BnlI5 + Bnll4 outside the EB II-11I Main City-Wall (W.163). with the three (EB I1. EB I11A and EE
IIB) superimposed layers of destructions (F.809. F.803. F.802/F.814) and related pottery materials.

2. Superimposed layers of destructic-
and collapse outside the EB II-11
Main City-Wall (W.163). from ea«:

fine ware (i.e. simple painted ware). as well as for
the main shapes with related fabrics. typological
features, surface treatments and decoration. Spe-
cialised pottery productions relating to each period
are listed afterwards.

In all three phases. plain ware vessels (i.e. table,

cooking and storage wares) represent around 80 *
of the assemblage, which comes mainly from ths:
domestic sphere or from possible public storag:
units. However. the frequency of specialised pro-
duction changes from one period to another (TA-
BLE 2; FIG. 4).
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3. EB II-IIIA superimposed layers of
destruction and use inside city-gate
L.160. from north.

2. EB II Pottery Repertoire

To date, EB II layers have been reached in two ar-
zas of the site: Areas E and B. Area E is located
on the southern side of the site, where a sounding
spened in the middle of the southern fortification
.ine reached the earliest occupational layers, which
lav directly over bedrock and dated back to EB II
phase 4; Nigro 2007: 357-358; Nigro ed. 2008:
245-255). EB 11 layers consisted of a thick stratum
of collapse, represented by compacted charcoal,
ash and crushed greyish mud-bricks. The latter
had tumbled down from the EB 1I city-wall super-
structure as a result of the violent earthquake which
orought the EB II town to a sudden end (Nigro
2009a: 666-667, 2010b: 437). Similar EB II lay-
ers were reached in Area B North, outside the main

city-wall. and in Area B South, inside the EB II
blocked city-gate (phase 5; Nigro ed. 2008: 75-76).

The Batrawi II pottery repertoire finds com-
parisons in EB II layers at northern Palestinian
and Transjordanian sites, primarily Khirbat az-
Zayraqan (“frithen Horizont”, i.e. “Pri-Letztbe-
nutzungsphase™; Genz 2002: 39-49, 119-120),
Tall Abu al-Kharaz (strata IIA - IIB; Fischer 2000:
212-219, figs 12.5-12.8, 2008: 245-295) and Khir-
bet Kerak (period C; Greenberg et al. 2006: figs
2.15-2.16, 2.33, 3.29, 3.41-3.45, 5.78-5.82, 7.30-
7.36, 8.53-8.86, 9.13), but also Tall al-Handaqtiq
North (Mabry 1989), Tall as-Sa‘idiyya (phases L3
- L2; Tubb 1988: figs 32, 35, 38, 1998: 44), Tall
as-Sukhnih North (Chesson et al. 1995), Tell el-
Qadi (Greenberg 2000: 183-184), Beth Shan (stra-
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Tabel. 1. Archaeological periodization and stratigraphic phases of Khirbat al-Batraw1, with enlightened the main EB T1. TIIA anc
[1IB contexts.

Site Period  |Archaeological |Absolute Stratigraphic phases
;Pcrind Chronology [Arca A Area Arca Area E Area F
o ____l_ - . BNorth BSowth
Bawawyl  EBI  3400-3000BC - S -
Batrawy [l EB II |3000-2700 BC !Phase 6  Phase Sb-a  Phase5  |Phase 4b-a  |Phase 4
Batrawy Illa |EB IIIA 2700-2500 BC Phase 5 |Phase4b-a  |Phase Phase 3 Phase 3
4b-a |
Batrawy Illb [EBIIB 25002300 BC |Phase 4b-a Phase 3c-b  Phase 3d-b - L.
Batawy IVa [EBIVA  2300-2200BC  Phase3a Phase3a  Phase3a Phase2 |-
Batrawy IVb  EBIVB 2200-2000 BC Phase Phase 2d-a Phase iPhusc 2c-a
o b | Pga ]
Bawawy V. [Later Periods 2000 BC-1950AD Phase2 - - - -
Batrawy VI 'Cl.mlcmpurur_\' 1950-2007 AD Phase | Phase | Phase | Phase 1 %lesc I
frequentation |
Tabel. 2. Graphics of attestation of different pottery productions in EB I1. EB lITA and EB 11IB periods.
50~
| 45
| 404+
357 | — — 0O Simple Ware
3044 = | B Kitchen Ware

O Preservation Ware
s || i e e .. : ’
2D O Simple Painted Ware

E Red Bumished Polished

204 [ g E |
O Grain Wash

15414 — E B e O Maetallic Ware 5
B Khirbet Kerak Ware I

1047 e =

R |

Early Bronze 11 Early Bronze [1IA  Early Bronze I11B
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® Simple Ware
Storage Ware

2 Red Burnished Polished Ware
Metallic Ware

® Cooking Ware
B Simple Painted Ware
® Grain Wash
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6%
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= Cooking Ware
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B Simple Ware
Storage Ware
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35%
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® Cooking Ware
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% 35%

[

34%
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4. Graphics of attestation of different pottery productions in
EB II, EB IIIA and EB IIIB periods.

tum XIII / phase R12: Fitzgerald 1935: 13-15, pls
IV-VI: Mazar er al. 2000: 255-260), Tell el-Qassis
(strata XIIE - C in Area A and XIIC - B in Area B:
Ben-Tor et al. 2003: 61-79, 95-110. figs 24-36. 46-
54). Qiryat Ata (stratum I: Golani 2003: 121-147,
figs 4.24-4.37), Khirbet Ras ed-Daliyeh (strata IV
- 1I: Gophna and Iron-Lubin 1996: figs 46-64) and
Tel Te'o (stratum I1I: Greenberg 2001).

It also finds parallels at central and southern
sites. such as et-Tell (strata III - V: Callaway 1972:
105-246. figs 26-58, 1980: 83-85, 123-125, figs
61-66, 68-70, 86-94), Tell es-Sultan (Garstang’s
levels V - IV: Kenyon's squares EIII - IV, phases
L - D: Sala 2010). Khirbat Yarmouk (strata A1 - A4
in Area A, BIV in Area B, CVIII - CV in Area C,
D1 - D5 in Area D, EO - E2 in Area E and GV in
Area G: de Miroschedji er al. 1988: 27, 69-76, pls
20-26, 2000: tab. 18.1). Arad (strata III - 11; Ami-
ran et al. 1978: 44-53, pls 13-51), Tall al-"Umayrt
(IP 22: field D. phase 7: Harrison 1997: Herr 2000:
fig. 2.3) and Bab adh-Dhra® (stratum III; Rast and
Schaub 2003: 219-250, pls 24-44).

BatrawT 1I table ware and serving vessels in-
clude distinctive EB 11 shapes. such as the common
hemispherical bowls and shallow bowls with thick
curved walls and pointed rims (FIG. 5:2)!, deep
bowls with in-turned rims (sometimes slightly pro-
jecting in and out: FIG. 5:3)%; amphoriskoi (FIG.
5:1)* and medium size jars (ca. 20 - 30 cm high) for
daily use and storage with ovoid bodies, flat bases.
short flaring necks and everted rims (FIG. 5:4 -
5:5). Most of the pottery still appears hand-made,
but open vessels are more frequently refined on a
slow wheel, while necks and rims of jugs and jars
are always manufactured on a wheel, testifying to
the technological proficiency of the potters (Lon-
don 1988). Vessels are commonly produced in light
red. pink. pinkish-buff or very pale brown powdery
fabrics. with mineral tempers usually consisting of
small limestone grits.

As for cooking ware (FIG. 5:6 - 5:7). the main
type represented in the BatrawT II repertoire is the
coil-built hole-mouth pot with ovoid shape and
slightly swollen rounded or flattened rims, made of

1 The latter shape finds comparisons at EB Il Tell el-Qassis (Ben-
Tor er af. 2003: fig. 48:9). Tall es-Sultan (Garstang ef af. 1935: pl.
XXXIIE:27) and Tell “Arad (Amiran er al. 1978: pl. 13:10).

2 They find comparisons at EB II Khirbat az-Zayragtin (Genz 2002
pl. 14:14). Tell el-Qadi (Greenberg 2000: fig. 11.1:5), Qiryat Ata
(Golani 2003: fig. 4.24:21). Tel Te’o (Greenberg 2001: fig. 8§.1:11,
17). et-Tell (Callaway 1964: pl. XV:471). Khirbet Yarmouk (de
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Miroschedji er al. 1988: pl. 25:6), Tall es-Sultan (Garstang 1932:
pl. IV:21 [Tomb A]: Kenyon 1960: fig. 25:5-6 [Tomb A127]: Sala
2010: 256, pl. LXX:19-21) and Tall al-"Umayri (Harrison 2000b:
fig. 5.15:2-3).

Amphoriskoi are common in contemporary EB Il assemblages
from Tall abd al-Kharaz. A parallel for the lug-handles of Batrawi
specimen KB.O5.B.111/1 can be found in Fischer 2008: fig. 135:5.

3
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5. EB II Simple, Simple Painted anc
Red Burnished/Polished Ware ves-

sels.

a coarse reddish-brown / brown fabric with gritty
chalk, limestone and mica tempers. which finds
comparisons in both northern and southern Pales-
tine, at EB Il Tall as-Sukhnih North (Chesson er
al. 1995: fig. 3:2), Khirbet Kerak (Greenberg et al.
2006, figs 2.15:2, 3.29:3, 3.41:3, 5.79:4, 7.35:9),
Tall es-Sultan (Kenyon and Holland 1983. fig.
56:20), and Arad (Amiran et al. 1978: pl. 45:19).
Unfortunately, no whole vessels were recovered, so
it is still unclear whether the BatrawT I hole-mouth
pots had a flat or round base (Greenberg 2006).
However, the flat base of one pot was retrieved.

Nevertheless, at key northern Jordanian sites like
Khirbat az-Zayraqun (as at contemporary northern
Palestinian sites: Greenberg 2006: 40-43), the typi-
cal cooking vessel is the squat-ovoid hole-mouth
pot with rounded base (Genz 2002: pls 72:2-3.
73:1-2. 81) or the squat-ovoid pot with everted rim
and rounded base (Genz 2002: pl. 73:3-4).
Batrawi II storage ware vessels fall into three
main functional classes: pithoi for long-term stor-
age (more than 80 litres), medium-large jars and
hole-mouth jars for medium-term storage (40 - 50
litres) and medium to medium-large jars with loop
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nandles, most likely for transport (30 - 40 litres).
All storage vessels were coil-built, with necks and
rims manufactured on a slow wheel. They were
oroduced in light brown, light red. pink or reddish
rabrics, sometimes with a reduced grey core. They
could also be refined with an outer red / brown slip.
norizontal or alternating horizontal and vertical
<ombing (FIG. 6:14 - 6:17) or, occasionally, the so-
called ‘grain-wash’ decoration, inherited from the
oreceding EB I tradition and consisting of painted
rregular orange / red / brown vertical or crossing
nands. This type of decoration continued to be used
n northern Palestine during EB II, mainly on pithoi
and storage jars, as attested to by the assemblag-

es of Khirbet Kerak (Greenberg er al. 2006: figs
2.15:3, 5.79:6, 5.82:3.7, 8.58:7, 8.80:6), Khirbat
az-Zayraqin (Genz 2000), Tall as-Sukhnih North
(Chesson er al. 1995: fig. 3:14), Tall Aba al-Kharaz
(Fischer 2008: figs 49:4.10, 51:10) and Tall al-
Handaquq North (Mabry 1989: 78-79, figs 10:11).

The BatrawT II storage ware repertoire is mostly
represented by coil-built hole-mouth jars (FIG. 6:3
- 6:7). which were the typical storage container in
dwellings as attested to in particular by contempo-
rary assemblages from EB II dwellings at Tall es-
Sultan (Sala 2010: 260-261), et-Tell* and Tell * Arad?
(Ilan 2001: tab. 18.6-18.7). They had an ovoid body.
flat base and plain, flattened or swollen rim.

1.KB.08.B.8B09/5

SE NI R — )
— "Ii_r,_,_.-'—
3.KB.08.B.809/19
— :_¢= __-_- a :::-_;_: =
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14.KB.08.B.809/14 = '
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e
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6. EB 1l Storage and Metallic Ware
vessels.

- Callaway 1972: figs 28, 29, 30:1-11, 38, 39:1-11. 47, 48, 49:1-2,
4-5, 1980: figs. 64, 65:1-9. 11-13, 18-20. 22, 24, 69:10-28, 86:24-

_28.30.88:1-14. 16, 89:6, 8-10. 91:2-9. 11-14.
7 Amiran er al. 1978; pls 19-21. 46-51.
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Transport jars with ovoid shape. flaring necks
and vertical handles (FIG. 6:11 - 6:13) are wide-
ly known. being common on northern Palestinian
sites; they were often also produced in metallic
ware (see below).

Large pithoi with flaring necks and everted
thickened rounded rims (FIG. 6:1)% or everted
squared or triangular rims (FIG. 6:2)7, are present
but less common.

Metallic ware. an EB II diagnostic of north-
ern Palestine (Greenberg and Porat 1996). is so
far present at Khirbat al-BatrawT in the distinctive
class of pattern-combed jars. These exhibit ovoid
bodies, flaring necks and loop handles. and were
used for the storage and above all transport of spe-
cific products (Greenberg and Porat 1996: 10-11).
including olive oil. These vessels were always re-
fined by fairly regular horizontal or alternating hor-
1izontal and vertical outer combing. Highly fired,
hand-made, metallic ware jars were produced in a
red / orange fabric or, occasionally, a dark gray fab-
ric in thicker vessels. In section, the fabric is gener-
ally uniform in appearance. evenly fired but rather
coarse grained. with grey cores appearing in large
vessels. The same ‘metallic orange / reddish ware’
production is widely present in northern Transjor-
dan and Jordan, as for example at Tall al-Handaqtq
North (Mabry 1989: 79) and Khirbat az-Zayraqtin
(Genz 2002: 30).

Simple painted ware is only present in low fre-
quencies during the BatrawT II phase. consisting of
a few fine bowl and small jar fragments. with tiny
white and black grits, sometimes refined by a white
/ cream slip. Painted decoration is represented by
red, reddish-brown and grey vertical. oblique or
crossing lines, painted either on curved bowls or
small jars (FIG. 5:8 - 53:9). Decoration and patterns
are very simple and the vessels belong to the ordi-

nary domestic repertoire®, Another type of painted
decoration is ‘grain-wash’, but this was used main-
ly on storage containers (see above).

The main fine and specialised production of the
BatrawT II phase is represented by red-burnished
and polished ware (Amiran 1969: 58-59: Esse
1991: 104-107). Red-burnished platters, 30 to 45
cm in diameter (with a diameter to depth ratio of
at least 4 : 1) (FIG. 5:11 - 5:12), are the main eat-
ing and serving table ware vessels and become
a hallmark of the EB II period all over Palestine
([lan 2001: 343)°. They are always red-burnished
inside, with a horizontal, radial or net pattern, and
often outside as well. They have a flat base, straight
oblique to slightly curved walls and a short trian-
cular or slightly in-turned rim, either thickened or
tapered. A concavity is sometimes present below
the rim'".

Batrawt II red-burnished production also in-
cludes platter-bowls with curved walls and in-
turned rims (FIG. 5:13). which find comparisons
at EB II Tall Abt al-Kharaz (Fischer 2008: fig.
145:8). Tall as-Sukhna North (Chesson et al. 1995:
fig. 3:7). in the EB II Kinneret Tomb (Mazar er al.
1973: fig. 6:26). Khirbet Kerak (Greenberg er al.
2006: figs 5.78:4, 7.31:6). Qiryat Ata (Golani 2003:
figs 4.25:18. 4.35:10, 13), Tall es-Sultan (Kenyon
and Holland 1983: fig. 51:1. 4, 53:1. 95:11) and
Tell *Arad (Amiran er al. 1978: pl. 23:15). There
are also bowls with straight walls and in-turned
(sometimes projecting in and out) rims (FIG
5:10). a shape which is present at EB II Khirba:
az-Zayraqun (Genz 2002: pls 45:5, 68:4, 77:8) anc
Tall es-Sultan (Garstang er al. 1936: pl. XXXVI-
I1:4).

Finally, red-burnished and polished jugs and ju-
glets (FIG. 5:14 - 5:15) with a flat or sometime-
slightly stump base (as in contemporary EB 1II rep-

6 This type finds comparisons at EB II Khirbat az-Zayragin (Genz
2002: pl. 19:14), Tall as-Sukhnih North (Chesson er al. 1993: fig.
3:9). Khirbet Yarmouk (de Miroschedji er «/.1988: pl. 21:18) and
Tall al-"UmayrT (Harrison 2000b: fig. 5.14:1-3).

They find comparisons at EB 1I Tall al-Handaqoig North (Mabry
1989: fig. 10:11), Tall es-Sultan (Kenvon and Holland 1983: fig.
[41:5). Khirbet Yarmouk (de Miroschedji er al.1988: pl. 20:8) and
Tall al-*Umayri (Harrison 2000b: fig. 5.14:5).

This is the type of painted decoration that G. Charloux (2006) has
recently defined as “céramique aux lignes peintes A™ in order to
differentiate it from specialised production. such as line-painted
ware (designated “céramique aux lignes peintes B”), which was
still present in central and southern Palestine during EB IL. It is at-
tested to at other key EB II sites. such as Tall as-Sa‘idiyya (Tubb
1989: fig. 4:7. 1998: pl. 4b). Tall AbQ al-Kharaz (Fischer 2000

fig. 12.8:6. 2008: figs 139:1. 154:9-10) and Tall es-Sultan (Sz =
2010: 262).
Represented in the EB Il pottery repertoires of Tall Abn -
Kharaz (Fischer 2008: figs 43:3. 47:16, 51:3. 133:15-17, 134:2-
3, 207:1-2), Qirvat Ata (Golani 2003: fig. 4.25:13-15), Khirbe:
Ras ed-Daliyeh (Gophna and Iron-Lubin 1996, fig. 50:6). Tel Tz
{Greenberg 2001: fig. 8.1:14). et-Tell (Callaway 1972: fig. 36:
17.44:14, 1980: fig. 62:7.9, 68:9. 11, 13, 15, 86:4, 12, 92:11. |-
22, 24). Tall es-Sultan (Kenyon and Holland 1983: figs 53:2
95:12: Sala 2010: 263, pl. LXXXVIIL9-14) and Tell *Arad ( Am
ran et al. 1978: pls 13:39-40, 23:1-3).
19 The body of the platter was pressed into a mould and the rim =
tached afterwards: the rim and its join with the vessel were the-
smoothed on a slow wheel.

9
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THE EB II - III REPERTOIRE OF KHIRBAT AL-BATRAWI

ertoires from Tall Abu al-Kharaz [Fischer 2008: fig.
135:9-10, 12-15] and Qiryat Ata [Golani 2003: fig.
4.29:7-8, 12-15]) are the main ‘luxury’ container of
this phase (Esse 1991: 104-107), which may have
been used for grape-juice and / or ointments.

3. EB IIIA Pottery Repertoire

A second violent destruction, represented by a
thick dark grey layer of charcoal, ash and burnt
fragments of yellowish mud-bricks, marks the
dramatic end - evidently by fire - of the EB IIIA
town of BatrawT (Nigro 2009a: 668, 2010b: 439).
EB IIIA contexts are thus sealed without any dis-
turbance. They have been excavated in Area B
North, between the main city-wall and outer wall
W.155, and north of scarp-wall W.177 directly over
bedrock (phase 4; Nigro 2007: 350-351; Nigro ed.
2008: 73-74; Nigro and Sala 2009: 374-375). The
same destruction layer was also exposed within the
town in Area B South, in the street (L.148 + L.458)
running parallel to the main city-wall and inside
the EB II blocked city-gate (phase 4; Nigro 2006:
243-244,2007: 354; Nigro ed. 2006: 165, 184-185,
2008: 145-150). Some EB IIIA material was also
recovered from the acropolis, in Area A East, scat-
tered directly over the bedrock (phase 5; Nigro ed.
2006: 75).

EB IIIA and EB IIIB ceramic repertoires are
often dealt with in the literature as a single entity,
because of the undeniable continuity in both ves-
sel shapes and productions between the two phas-
es. Nevertheless, the well-defined stratigraphy of
the EB II - III fortified town of Khirbat al-Batraw1
has allowed us to put the distinction between the
EB IITIA and EB IIIB assemblages on a coherent
stratigraphic basis. Thus, the evolution of some
shapes and differences between fabrics can be
summarised, as can the diversification and diffu-
sion of some specialised production between the
two periods.

The Batraw1llla pottery repertoire finds compar-
isons in the EB IIIA layers of northern Palestinian
and Transjordan sites, mainly Khirbat az-Zayraqiin
(“'mittlere Horizont™; Genz 2002: 120) and Khirbet
Kerak (early period D; Greenberg er al. 2006: figs
2.17, 3.46-3.47, 5.83-5.90, 7.37, 7.41-7.42, 7.44-
7.49, 8.87-8.99), but also Tall ash-Shunih (period
V: Leonard 1992: 49-55), Beth Shan (strata XII -

lower XI / phase R11 - R7b; Fitzgerald 1935: 15-
20, pls VII-X: Mazar et al. 2000: figs 14.3-14) and
Tell el-Qassis (stratum XIIA in Area A and XIIA in
Area B: Ben-Tor er al. 2003: 80-91, 111-119).

It also finds parallels at contemporary central
and southern sites, such as et-Tell (stratum VI;
Callaway 1972: 257-291, 1980: 159-183), Tall
es-Sultan (Garstang’s level III; Kenyon’s squares
EIII - IV, phases C - A: phase Sultan Illc1), Khirbet
Yarmouk (strata AS in Area A, BIII in Area B, CIV
- CIII in Area C, D6 in Area D, E3 in Area E, GIV
in Area G: de Miroschedji et al. 1988: 76-80, pls
27-40, 2000: tab. 18.1, figs 18.3-18.4), Tell el-Hesi
(stratum 4c - b; Fargo 1979), Tall al-*Umayrt (IP
21 - 20: field D, phases 6 - 5; Harrison 1997; Herr
2000: fig. 2.3) and Bab adh-Dhra* (stratum II).

The transition to EB III, the period which wit-
nessed the major flourishing of the town, was
marked first by a clear standardisation in terms of
shape, fabric and function of pottery production,
and second by a significant increase in the number
and variety of fine and specialised wares, thereby
testifying to fundamental changes in patterns of
production and consumption. The simple painted
and red-burnished / polished wares become more
widespread and of better quality, along with pat-
tern-combed metallic ware; Khirbet Kerak ware
also makes its appearance.

The shape and surface treatment of the majority
of vessels are still based on that of the previous EB
IT period, but shows a higher standard of manufac-
ture, finishing and firing. In the meantime, fabrics
become more standardised and sieved. with a pre-
ponderance of well-fired, well-tempered (always
mineral, usually with calcite grits) light red and
reddish-yellow fabrics. Vessels are usually well-
finished, with well-levigated surfaces.

Plain ware mostly continues EB II traditions,
as evidenced by the large number of bowls with
curved walls and plain or pointed rims (FIG. 7:1
- 7:2) and bowls with in-turned rims (FIG. 7:3)!1,
Deep bowls with curved walls and everted rims
also appear (FIG. 7:4), as in contemporary layers
at et-Tell (stratum VI; Callaway 1980: fig. 108:18-
19), Tall es-Sultan (phase Sultan I1Ib1; Kenyon and
Holland 1983: fig. 59:5: Marchetti and Nigro eds
2000: fig. 1:32:1), Tell el-Hesi (Fargo 1979: fig.
1:10) and Tall al-*Umayr1 (Harrison 2000b: fig.

‘I This shape is widely present in EB IIIA contexts. as attested at
et-Tell (stratum VI: Callaway 1972: fig. 60:6, 1980: fig. 109:20),
Tall es-Sultan (phase Sultan IIIbl: Marchetti and Nigro eds

2000: fig. 1:49:4) and Tall al-'Umayri (Harrison 2000b: fig.
5.22:10).
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5.22:6). The disc of bowl KB.08.B.805/30 (FIG.
7:5) finds comparisons at EB IIIA Beth Shan (stra-
tum XII; Fitzgerald 1935: pl. VIII:13) and Tall es-
Sultan (Garstang 1932: pl. IV:1-2, 4: Kenyon and
Holland 1983: fig. 59:6). Vats with straight wide
oblique walls and large bowls / kraters with slightly
splaying out walls (FIG. 7:6)!%, occasionally with
pushed-up ledge handles and sometimes refined
with pattern-combed decoration. are also present.
These may have been linked to an increase in com-
munal food-production (e.g. olive oil and brewing:
Esse 1991: 119-124; Tlan 2001: 343: Tubb 1998:
44, pl. 4a).

An increase in the frequency of jugs and ju-
glets with stump or tapering bases. typical of this
phase, is also noticeable (FIG. 7:16 - 7:20). In jugs.
as well as in small and medium size jars (FIG.
7:7 - 7.15)"3, rims and necks are now commonly
manufactured on a slow wheel, the use of which
becomes widespread. This leads towards a progres-
sive standardisation of some of the main shapes of
each functional class.

As regards cooking ware. the coil-built hole-
mouth pot with ovoid shape and slightly swollen
rounded or flattened rims even represents the main
type in the BatrawT Il repertoire.

12 The latter shape finds comparisons at et-Tell (Callaway 1972
fig. 62:24, 27) and Tall es-Sultan (Kenvon and Holland 1982:
fig. 71:10-11).

'3 For comparisons see et-Tell (stratum VI: Callaway 1972: fig
61:6-7.9-20, 1980: fig. 111:12-23).
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EB IIIA storage ware is still illustrated by the
three morphological and functional classes of the
previous Batrawi II period. Pithoi for long-term
storage are characterised by an elongated ovoid
body, flaring neck and rope-like plastic decoration
usually applied at the base of the neck (FIG. 8:12)
to hide the joins of different parts of the vessel (coil-
built body and wheel-turned neck). They now ex-
hibit different rim profiles: everted thickened rims
‘FIG. 8:1 - 8:2), everted triangular rims (FIG. §:3)
and everted outer-folded ridged rims (FIG. 8:4)!4;
the latter were to become a hallmark of the whole

EB III period.

B II - III REPERTOIRE OF KHIRBAT AL-BATRAWI

Ovoid-shaped jars with flaring necks, everted
rims and loop handles (FIG. 8:13- 8:14), sometimes
characterised by horizontal or alternating horizontal
and vertical combing (FIG. 9:7 - 9:14) and mainly
used for transport, continue to be widely produced.
as are ovoid-shaped hole-mouth jars for household
storage, with slightly swollen rounded or flattened
rims (FIG. 8:5 - 8:11). Flattened recessed rims also
appear and spread during the Batraw1 IIla period!.
The use of ‘grain-wash’ decoration (in orange, red
or dark grey) also increases in this phase (FIG. 9:1
- 9:6). as evidenced in the EB III pottery assem-

blage of Khirbat az-Zayraqun (where ‘grain-wash’
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e i 8. EB IIIA Storage Ware vessels.

14 For comparisons see Khirbet Kerak (Greenberg er al. 2006: figs
5.84:20), et-Tell (stratum VI; Callaway 1980: fig. 111:36-38). Kh-
irbet Yarmouk (de Miroschedji ef al. 1988: pl. 29:4) and Tall al-
*Umayri (Daviau 1991: figs 6.10:16. 18, 6.21:5, 8: Harrison 1997:
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fig. 5.9:5, 2000b: fig. 5.21:12-135).
I5 As evidenced in EB I layers at Tall al-*Umayri (Daviau 1991:
figs 6.10:3-6, 6.20:27-29, 6.23:24, 27-28).
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decoration is mainly applied on pithoi, with strik-
ing parailels in the BatrawT samples; Genz 2002:
35, pls 35:3, 62, 76:2, 87, 154:d-e).
Pattern-combed mertallic jars with ovoid body
and Joop handies, made of a highly-fired orange /
recddish or grey fabric and alwavs with fairly regu-
lar horizontal or alternating borizontal and verti-
cal combing. are still produced. They may have
been associated with the trade in olive oil from the
countryside, as evidenced in contemporarv layers
at Khirbet Kerak (early period D; Greenberg et al.
2006: figs 5.88:9, 7.49:3, 8.91:14) and Tell el-Qas-

sis (stratum XIIA: Ben-Tor er al. 2003: fig. 38:8 ).

Fine and specialised production also increases
significantly in scale and variety during the EBE
IITA, perhaps testifying to the rank and wealth o:
an emerging urban elite which promoted the pro-
duction and acquisition of fine wares.

In EB IIIA, simple painted ware reaches it-
highest frequency of the entire EB II - III pericc
(FIG. 10:7 - 10:13), as was apparently also the caz
in contemporary layers at Tall es-Sultan, Khirbe:
Yarmouk, et-Tell, Tell el-Hesi and Tall al-*Umay
(painted decoration declined in frequency in the
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following EB IIIB). Painted decoration consisting
of narrow oblique or crossing orange / red stripes is
mainly employed in open shapes, viz. curved bowls
with pointed rims (FIG. 10:7) and bowls with the
in-turned flattened rim typical of this period (FIG.
10:8). The latter shape has a remarkable parallel
at Tall al-"UmayrT (Harrison 2000a: fig. 19.2:25,
2000b: fig. 4.22:9)!6. Also decorated in this man-
ner are small vats with in-turned rims (FIG. 10:9),
which find a parallel in a specimen from EB
IIIA Khirbet Yarmouk (de Miroschedji 2000: fig.
18.3:3): the shape is likewise known from con-
temporary contexts at Khirbat az-Zayraqiin (Genz
2002: pl. 34:1). This decoration is also applied to
small jars and jugs'’. While a painted decoration
with larger, more irregular bands is sometimes
present.

Red-burnished and polished ware continues to
be produced in bowls with straight sides and up-
right or in-turned rims and in platters with upright
triangular rims (FIG. 10:15 - 10:16), radially, hori-
zontally or net-burnished. It also continues to be
produced in jugs and juglets with a flat or stump
base (FIG. 10:17 - 10:20). Large bowls, 30 - 35 cm
in diameter, with thick curved walls and sharply in-
turned rims (FIG. 10:14), red slipped and burnished
both inside and out, were also recovered from EB
IITA layers. These are also known from contempo-
rary EB IITA repertoires from Khirbat az-Zayraqtn
(Genz 2002: pl. 38:4), Khirbet Kerak (early period
D: Greenberg et al. 2006: figs 5.83:4, 8.87:4), Tell
ed-Duweir (Tufnell 1958: pl. 58:91) and Khirbet
Yarmouk (de Miroschedji 2000: fig. 18.3:10).

The hallmark of the BatrawT Illa repertoire is
represented. as at most contemporary sites in north-
ern Palestine and Transjordan, by the appearance of
Khirbet Kerak ware in the form of curved bowls,
sinuous-sided bowls and red-polished and black
lustrous jugs.

Bowls (12 - 15 ¢cm diameter) with curved walls,
flat bases and rounded or pointed rims, black-
polished outside and red-polished inside (and

sometimes outside around and below the rim..
are a common shape (specimens KB.06.B.164 1.
KB.08.B.802/1; FIG. 10:2) which has parallels
from the ‘Amuq plain in Syria (Braidwood anc
Braidwood 1960: fig. 281:14-15), Tell Waqqa-
(Greenberg 1997: fig. [11.4:14) and Khirbet Kerak
(Getzov 2006: fig. 3.51:2) in northern Palestine, and
Tall es-Sultan (Garstang et al. 1935, pl. XXVIIL:7:
Nigro 2009b: fig. 9:TS.99.F.215.16) in southern
Palestine. One bowl (KB.09.B.820/10; FIG. 10:1

exhibits an unusual reverse colouring of the inner

outer surfaces, since it is black-polished inside (anc
outside around the rim) and red-polished outside
This reversal is quite odd in Palestinian contexts.

A large black-polished bowl (KB.09.B.820/12:
FIG. 10:3), with curved walls, in-turned rim anc
incised decoration on the rim, finds comparisons a:
Khirbet Kerak (Greenberg er al. 2006: fig. 7:48:5.
although this specimen is red-polished inside anc
outside, as it is more usual for this category or
vessels) and at Tall ash-Shuna (Leonard 1992: p!
14:5).

A bowl with sinuous-sided profile and pointec
rim, black-polished inside and outside, red-pol-
ished outside over the rim (KB.09.B.820/11; FIG
10:5) is a typical Khirbet Kerak ware vessel, which
finds comparisons both in the *Amiq plain in Syri:
(Braidwood - Braidwood 1960, fig. 281: 25-27
and in Palestine from Kirbet Kerak (Greenberg «-
al. 2006: fig. 2.35: 3) to Tall es-Sultan (Garstang ¢
al. 1935: pl. XXVIII: 23; Kenyon 1960: fig. 38: 2&

Finally, some fragments of black lustrous jugs
were recovered, which have parallels at both Khir-
bat az-Zayraqun (Genz 2002: pl. 67:5) and Tall
es-Sultan (Marchetti and Nigro eds 2000: 30, fig
1:39:2-3). A red lustrous jug (KB.08.B.805/¢6:
FIG. 10:6) was also recovered, with a paralle]
in the contemporary repertoire from Beth Shan
(Fitzgerald 1935: 19, pl. VII:12-18). ,while a jug
(KB.09.B.820/13; FIG. 10:4) displays the red tc
black colour change of the outer slip more common
on other Khirbet Kerak shapes, but is also similar

16 For comparisons see Beth Shan (stratum XII: Fitzgerald 1935:
pl. VII:10), Khirbet Yarmouk (de Miroschedji 2000: fig.
18.3:4), et-Tell (stratum VI: Callaway 1972: fig. 66:6-17. 1980:
fig. 125:33), Tall es-Sultan (phase Sultan I1Ib1: Garstang 1932:
pl. VIII:10-12: Kenyon 1960: fig. 57:24: Kenyon and Holland
1983: figs 13:3. 17:13. 18:40, 57:15, 60:9. 152:4-5, 159:10;
Marchetti and Nigro eds 2000 figs 1:40:2, 13-15, 21), Tell el-
Hesi (Fargo 1979: fig. 1:13. 15, 20) and Tall al-"Umay:T (Da-
viau 1991: figs 6.22:44-45, 6.23:19-20. 6.33:2-3. 5-6, 12-13, 29,
33. 35: Harrison 1997: fig. 5.9:18, 2000a: 349, fig. 19.2:4, 25,

20000b: fig. 5.21:30-31).

For comparisons see painted specimens from Khirbat az.
Zayraqin (Genz 2002: pls 53:12. 136:10. 13), Khirbet Kerz:
(early period D: Greenberg er al. 2006: figs 2.17, 5.88:4, 7
7.49:4, 8.89:8). Beth Shan (stratum XII: Fitzgerald 1935: p
[X:23). Tall es-Sultan (phase Sultan IlIb1: Kenyon 1960: fig
35:25: Kenyon and Holland 1983: fig. 144:12: Marchetti and N:-
gro eds 2000: fig. 1:40:18-19, 22-25, 1:49:8-9) and Tell el-He-
(Fargo 1979: fig. 1:6).
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0 a specimen from Khirbat az-Zayraqin (Genz
2002: pls 4:3, 159:B).

4. EB I1IB Pottery Repertoire
The EB IIIB period was investigated mainly in
Area B. In Area B North, this included excavations
outside the EB II - TIT main city-wall. in the EB
IIIB destruction layers marking the final destruc-
tion of the EBA town (phase 3: Nigro 2009a: 670,
2010b: 441) excavated between the main city-wall
and outer wall W.155, between the outer wall and
scarp-wall W.165, and to the north of the latter
(FIG. 11: Nigro ed. 2008: 69; 2012: 24-27: Nigro
and Sala 2009: 374-375). In Area B South, this in-
cluded the EB IIIB layers excavated inside dwell-
ings (house B2) and public buildings (building B1)
erected at the beginning of EB IIIB along the street
(L.1334+L.1060) running parallel to the main city-
wall (phase 3: Nigro ed. 2008: 137-143; 2012: 162-
167). EB lIIB destruction layers were excavated
in the street itself, which yielded a large quantity
of diagnostic material. The discovery in 2009 of
4 third building west of building B1. designated
Building B1, yielded an assemblage of complete
vessels dating to this phase. among which twenty
pithoi placed along the walls of the building'®.

EB IIIB strata and structures were also exposed
on the acropolis, in Area A. However, these were

in a very poor state of preservation owing to the
violent destruction and subsequent levelling activi-
ties undertaken by the inhabitants of the EB IVB
village which grew up in this area at the end of
the 3rd millennium BC. Nevertheless, the corner
of a rectangular building reinforced on the outer
side with a bench, which was associated with an
open courtyard paved with limestone grits (Area
A East, phase 4: Nigro ed. 2006: 109-116), and a
broad stone structure flanked by a series of food
production and storage installations (Area A West,
phase 4; Nigro 2007: 349; Nigro ed. 2008: 20-27)
were exposed. These were associated with a group
of fragmentary storage containers, mainly pithoi,
characterised by the typical rope-like decoration
applied at the base of the neck and on the middle
of the body.

BatrawT [IIb pottery production is characterised
by a further leap in the direction of standardisation
of both shapes and fabrics. Use of a wheel becomes
ordinary to make the upper parts of medium and
large size vessels (necks and rims of jars and pithoi,
and sometimes the rims of hole-mouth jars), as well
as to manufacture small containers for daily use. At
the same time, technological improvements are ac-
companied by a noticeable drop in the quality of
the pottery. with common use of relatively coarse
and low-fired red, reddish-brown and brown wares.

11. General view of EB IIIB layers of
destruction outside the EB II-11I
Main City-Wall: F814 (between
the EB II-1IT Main City-Wall and
Outer Wall W.155), E816 (be-
tween QOuter Wall W.155 and
Scarp-WallW.165), F.818 (outside
Scarp-WallW.165), from west.

Buildings B1 +B3. then named Palace B, were excavated in
vears 2010-2012, resulting in the discovery of more than 100
complete vessels of EB 1B date: these will be published sepa-

rately (for a preliminary discussion see Nigro this volume: Nigro
2010a: 67-110).
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Specialised production (such as Khirbet Kerak
ware or simple painted ware) disappear or become
rare, although red-burnished specimens still exhibit
a high level of refinement and represent the main
luxury production of this period.

The Batrawi IIIb pottery repertoire finds most
of its comparisons in the EB I1IB layers of northern
Palestinian and Transjordanian sites, mainly Khir-
bat az-Zayraqtin (“spidten Horizont™, that is “Letz-
tbenutzungsphase™; Genz 2002: 120) and Khirbet
Kerak (late period D; Greenberg et al. 2006: figs
2.40, 3.24-3.25, 5.91-5.95, 7.43, 8.100-8.107), but
also Pella (latest horizon; Bourke 2000: figs 13.2-
13.6) and Beth Shan (stratum XI / phase R7a; Ma-
zar et al. 2000: fig. 14.6).

It also finds parallels at central and southern

sites, such as et-Tell (phases VII - VIII; Callaway
1972: 298-299, 307-329, 1980: 191-244), Tall es-
Sultan (phase Sultan IIIc2), Khirbet Yarmouk (stra-
taA6-A7inArea A, BII - Bl in Area B, CII - Cl in
Area C,D7-D8 in Area D, E4 in Area E, GIII - GII
in Area G: de Miroschedji et al. 1988: 80-84, pls
41-45, 2000: tab. 18.1, figs 18.5-18.10), Tell Beit
Mirsim (phase J; Albright 1933; Dever and Richard
1977), Tall al-Handaqiig South (Chesson 2000),
Tall al-*Umayri (IP 19; field D, phase 4; Harrison
1997 Herr 2000: fig. 2.3) and Bab adh-Dhra’* (stra-
tum II).

In the plain ware repertoire, hemispherical
bowls (FIG. 12:1) and bowls with straight sides and
in-turned or in-turned flattened rims (FIG. 12:4 -
12:5)!9 are still commonly produced, together with
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12. EBIIIB Simple Ware vessels.

19" For comparisons see Khirbat az-Zayraqin (Genz 2002: pl. 13),
et-Tell (stratum VII; Callaway 1972: fig. 68:3, 6. 1980: figs
123:1-2, 4, 124:5, 126:1, 5, 7, 18, 128:12, 14, 16, 18, 130:1-

4, 8-15), Tell ed-Duweir (Tufnell 1958: pl. 59:148, 62:276,
63:308-310, 64:346, 351) and Tall al-*UmayrT (Harrison 1997:
figs 5.28:18. 5.29:4, 7-8, 12, 5.30:3).
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deep bowls with oblique walls and in-turned round-
ed rims (FIG. 12:6)%, and platters / bowls with up-
right or in-turned rims (FIG. 12:7 - 12:9)%!. Bowls
with sharply inverted / pushed-down rims (FIG.
12:2 - 12:3) are however a diagnostic shape of late
EB III, as attested to at Tall al-‘Umayr1 (Harrison
2000a: 349-351, fig. 19.2:16-17), Khirbet Yarmouk
(Miroschedji er al. 1988: 81, pl. 42:6, 8; de Miro-
schedji 2000: fig. 18.5:8), Tell ed-Duweir (Tufnell
1958: pls 63:10, 65:373), et-Tell (stratum VII; Cal-
laway 1972: fig. 80:4, 1980: fig. 127:13, 15, 23,
129:2, 4), Tall es-Sultan (Garstang 1932: pl. I:5:
Kenyon and Holland 1982: fig. 52:20) and Tell Beit
Mirsim (Albright 1933: pl. 1:9; Dever and Rich-
ard 1977: 3, pl. 1:6). Medium and large vats with
flat bases, straight oblique walls, in-turned rims
and ledge handles are also present (FIG. 12:10), as

at Tall es-Sultan (Kenyon and Holland 1982: fig.
71:1) and Tell Beit Mirsim (Albright 1933: pl. 1:4).

Several types of jugs and juglets are found, with
both piriform and globular bodies (FIG. 13:1 -
13:4). Juglets with globular bodies, vertical necks
and everted rims are quite common (FIG. 13:1),
with striking comparisons at Tall es-Sultan (Gar-
stang 1932: pl. 1I:17-20). Pronounced pointed or
spike-based juglets (FIG. 13:5 - 13:6) are a di-
agnostic late EB III type (see Dever and Richard
1977: 7, 10; Mazar et al. 2000: 267). At Beth Shan,
Tell ed-Duweir, Tall es-Sultan and et-Tell, for ex-
ample, stump and pointed bases appear as early as
EB II and continue into EB IIIA, but pronounced
pointed or spike-bases only appear in EB IIIB. Ju-
glet KB.09.B.1034/1 has numerous parallels from
Beth Shan (Mazar et al. 2000: fig. 14.6:12), Tall es-
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‘ 13. EB lIIB Simple Ware vessels.

20" For comparisons see Tall es-Sultan: Kenyon 1960 fig. 57:4: Ke-
nyon and Holland 1982: fig. 55:35-37.

21 For comparisons see et-Tell (strata VII - VIII; Callaway 1972:
figs. 68:1, 75:2-6, 1980: figs 126:2, 6. 8-16, 128:21, 129:22).
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Sultan (Garstang 1932: pls 1:2, 11:17-20; Kenyon
1960: figs 35:35-38, 37:48, 39:10-11, 46:59, 52:53-
55, 68:19, here mainly in red- or black-burnished
ware) and Tell ed-Duweir (Tufnell 1958: pls 59:159.
61:247). Juglet KB.09.B.934/2 has parallels at Tell
ed-Duweir (Tufnell 1958: pl. 60:211-212) and Tall
es-Sultan (Garstang 1932: pl. 11:12, 16).

Small and medium size jars with flaring necks
and a variety of everted rims are also widespread

(FIG. 13:8 - 13:14). as in contemporary EB IIIB
layers at et-Tell (stratum VII; Callaway 1980: fig.
131:1-22).

With regard to cooking ware, hole-mouth pots
with swollen rounded, flattened or sometimes in-
turned rims still represent the main vessel of this
functional class. However, flattened recessed rims
also appear (FIG. 14:1 - 14:7), apparently as a typi-
cal trait / development of the local Jordanian hori-
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14. EB IIIB hole-mouth pots. and samples of Grain Wash and combed decorations.
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zon (where they continue into EB IV)?2,

Storage ware continues to be dominated by the
three broad morphological and functional con-
tainer classes of the preceding EB II - IIIA peri-
ods. Ovoid-shaped hole-mouth jars for short-term
storage are still the most common domestic storage
container (FIG. 15:1 - 15:7). They typically have
swollen flattened or rounded rims. but flattened
recessed / concave rims and hammered rims also
appear and become a hallmark of the Batrawt IIIb
period, as at Tall al-*Umayri (Harrison 2000a: 355.

fig. 19.6:4-7)>3. Flattened recessed rims, in particu-
lar, persist and become a marker of the later EB
[VB repertoire at the site (Sala 2006: 104-106, fig.
3.56).

Transport jars with ovoid bodies, flaring necks.
everted rims and vertical handles are also present,
but they are mainly produced in a local metallic
ware (see below), often with an outer horizontal or
alternating horizontal and vertical combing (FIG.
14:8 - 14:10).

Finally. many large pithoi for long-term storage

Y
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‘ I15. EB IIIB Storage Ware.

-~ For comparisons see Khirbat az-Zayraqun (Genz 2002: pls 9:12,
11:4,16:5, 18:9-11. 129:3) and Bab adh-Dhra* (Rast and Schaub

__ 2003: pls 50:8, 62:18, 70:2).

=" These find comparisons in contemporary EB IIIB Palestinian
and, above all, Jordanian sites. For the hammered rims see: Tall
al-*UmayrT(Harrison 1997: fig. 5.15:26-28, 2000a: fig. 19.6:4-7),
Khirbat az-Zayraqin (Genz 2002: pls 18:12, 43:9, 50:8, 128:5),
Beth Shan (Mazar er al. 2000: fig. 14.6:6), Tell ed-Duweir (Tuf-
nell 1958: pls 57:62, 63:333) and Tell es-Sultan (Kenyon and

Holland 1983: fig. 155:1). For the flattened recessed (sometimes
inner expended) rims see: Khirbat az-Zayragiin (Genz 2002: pls
43:8. 50:5. 63:2, 77:4, 102:9, 107:5. 121:2), Beth Shan (Mazar
er al. 2000: fig. 14.6:7) and Tall al-*Umayri (Harrison 1997: figs
5.15:9, 11-18, 20, 5.16:7-8, 12, 14). The outer notched decora-
tion of hole-mouth jar KB.03.A.26/9 finds a striking comparison
in a specimen from Tall es-Sultan (Kenyon and Holland 1982:
fig. 100:10).
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were recovered from EB IIIB public storage build-
ings and installations excavated on the acropolis
and in Area B South, inside the EB II - III main
city-wall. These huge containers have a narrow flat
base, elongated ovoid body and a flaring neck (FIG
18). They are characterised by rope-like decora-
tion, always applied to the middle of the body and
at the base of the neck in order to the hide the joins
between the different parts of the vessel. The rope
decoration at the base of the neck often exhibits
stick impressions (FIG. 16:8 - 16:11)?*, while the
rope decoration on the middle of the body is usu-
ally represented by a plain raised band (FIG. 18).
as in specimens from EB IIIB layers at Khirbet

Yarmouk (de Miroschedji 2000: fig. 18.6:10), Tall
al-*"UmayrT (Harrison 1997: figs 5.20:1, 5.21-5.22.
2000a: fig. 19.5) and Tell ed-Duweir (Tufnell 1958:
pl. 62:302)%. Two complete pithoi, which typify
this functional class of BatrawT IIIb storage ware.
were found in building B3 at the end of the 2009
season (FIGS 17 - 18). They find comparisons (in
terms of size, morphology and capacity) in pithoi
recovered from contemporary EB IIIB contexts
at Khirbat az-Zayraqiin (see Genz 2002: pls 26.
33). Batrawt IIIb pithoi display a different range
of rims. Everted outer-folded. sometimes slightly
ridged, rims continue from the previous Batrawt
IIIa phase and. together with sharply everted outer-
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| 16.EB B pithoi.

24 Comparisons for this type of rope decoration can be found at
contemporary Khirbat az-Zayraqtin (Genz 2002: pls 25:3, 26,
31:2, 36:1, 37, 84, 87, 98). Khirbet Kerak (Greenberg er al.
2006, fig. 5.88:13). Tall al-"UmayrT (Daviau 1991: fig. 6.40:20:
Harrison 2000a: fig. 19.5) and Tall es-Sultan (Kenyon and Hol-
land 1983: fig. 157:7).

A type of modelled rope decoration is sometimes also applied
around the girth of the body. as in specimens KB.06.A.220/5+6
and KB.05.A.204/14b (FIG. 19:1 19:2) or specimens
KB.06.A4.220/1. KB.06.A.220/2 and KB.06.A.220/3 (FIG. 19:3
- 19.5). The latter finds comparisons at Bab adh Dhra’ (Rast and
Schaub 2003: pls 63:34. 64:7. 66:16).
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17. General view of EB 1IIB buildings
inside the EB II-IIl Main City-
Wall, with pithei still in sitw along
the northern wall of Building B3,
from west (2009).

— 1.KB.09.B.1040/2

e 2.KB.09.B.1040/1

18. EB llIB pithei from Building B3.
rolded rims (FIGS 18, 16:1 - 16:3), become a hall-

65:3, 77:6), et-Tell (Callaway 1980: fig. 132:10,
mark of the period as in EB I1IB contexts at Khir-

12, 15), Tall al-Handaqiq South (Chesson 2000:
hat az-Zayraqiin (Genz 2002: pls 11:13, 17:8, 37, fig. 20.3:11) and Tall al-*Umayrt (Harrison 1997:
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fig. 5.19:12-22, 26-27). Sharply out-flaring rims,
with rounded or pointed edges. appear for the first
time and become a hallmark of the Batrawt IIIb
repertoire (FIG. 16:4 - 16:5). as in EB IIIB contexts
at Khirbat az-Zayraqin (Genz 2002: pls 11:13,
23:6. 36). Tall al-Handaqiiq South (Chesson 2000:
fig. 20.3:12), Tall al-‘Umayri (Daviau 1991: fig.
6.40:20; Harrison 1997: fig. 5.22, 2000a: 353, fig.
19.5). Tell ed-Duweir (Tufnell 1958: pls 62:282-
283, 291-292. 294, 297), Khirbet Kerak (Green-
berg er al. 2006: fig. 7.38:10), et-Tell (Callaway
1972: figs 61:21-22, 67:8, 1980: figs 132:2-3, 11,
13, 141:9, 13) and Tell Beit Mirsim (stratum J: De-
ver and Richard 1977: 10. fig. 2:12) where it is said
that this rim is typical of the large pithoi known
from late EB III contexts. Finally. everted squared
rims and everted triangular rims are also present
(FIG. 16:6 - 16:8), as in contemporary layers at

19 EB IlIIB Storage Ware.

Khirbat az-Zayraqtn (Genz 2002: pls 86, 96:5).

‘Grain-wash’ decoration (FIG. 14:11 - 14:12).
now also in a ‘smeared wash’ variant in white or
red (FIG. 14:13 - 14:14: also known from a number
of Khirbat az-Zayraqiin specimens [so-called “bre-
ite Streifen” decoration: Genz 2002: pls 28, 30, 33.
86. 97, 108:3, 153:d, 155:b-c] and Khirbet Kerak
[Greenberg et al. 2006: figs 8.78:3-4. 8.80:4])%, is
still used to finish the surface of storage containers
- mainly pithoi - but also large and medium-large
jars. A thick lime “white-coating’ is sometimes also
used as an outer finish on storage containers.

Olive oil continued to be transported and stored
in local metallic pattern-combed jars (a type which
spreads all over the Levant in the mid-3rd millen-
nium BC: Mazzoni 1987). with loop handles and
flaring neck (according to a type well-known from.
for example, Khirbat az-Zayraqan [Genz 2002: pls

26 Classic ‘erain-wash’ decoration is still used (FIG. 14:13- 17:14).
being commeon at both Khirbat az-Zayraqin (mainly on pithei;

Genz 2002: 35, pls 35:3. 62. 76:2, 87, 154:d-¢) and Khirbet Ker-
ak (Greenberg er al. 2006: fig. 2.40).
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5:1-2, 25:1, 29:1-2, 4, 32:1, 3-4, 34:3, 56, 61:2,
70:5, 83:1, 3. 95, 108:4, 113:2. 131:1] and Khirbet
Kerak [Greenberg et al. 2006: figs 8.69:5, 8.80:7]).
Fragments of metallic pattern-combed jars col-
lected with the help of DoA representative Romil
Ghrayib during a 2007 survey suggest that this
class of metallic combed jar was used to transport
olive oil into the town from farms in the hilly coun-
tryside west of Batrawt (Nigro 2009a: 669-670,
2010b:440-441).

As noted above, the move towards standardisa-
tion was accompanied by a general decline in the
quality of ordinary pottery production and, conse-

quently, a reduction in the representation of some
fine wares.

Simple painted ware is still present but in vast-
ly reduced frequencies. following a general trend
which witnessed the progressive disappearance of
painted decoration in Palestinian pottery repertoires
during the transition from EB IIIA to EB I1IB?7. A
decoration of painted red / reddish-brown oblique
or crossing narrow lines is sometimes applied to
jugs and small jars (FIG. 20:8 - 20:10). A painted
decoration with larger, more irregular bands (oc-
casionally in a sort of ‘smeared wash’ variant) is
also present. mainly on jars and medium-large
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20 EB IIIB) specialized productions:
Simple Painted and Red Bur-
nished/Polished Wares.

~ This trend appears o be documented at Khirbet Kerak in the
transition from early period D (EB IIIA) to late period D (EB
IIIB). at Tall es-Sultan in the transition from phase Sultan ITIb1

(EB IITA) to phase Sultan IIb2 (EB IIIB) and at Tall al-'Umayrt
in the transition from phase 6B to phase 6A (Daviau 1991).
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21 EB IIIB Red Burnished/Polished
jugs and juglets from destruction
layer F.1054, excavated inside EB
I1IB Building B3.

containers (FIG. 20:11 - 20:12). It can be associ-
ated with the painted decoration known at Khirbat
az-Zayraqun as “unregelmiBige Streifenbemalung,
breite Bander” (Genz 2002: 32).

Red-burnished and polished wares represent
the main specialised and luxury production of the
Batraw1 IIIb phase. with a repertoire of bowls and
platters with upright or in-turned pointed rims (FIG.
20:2-3). the latter being typical of the EB III period
(as at Khirbat az-Zayraqtn [Genz 2002: pls 14:13,
38:3, 53:1, 58:10, 65:14, 77:3, 8, 102:1, 111:4.
112:12, 114:5, 1118:13-14, 127:5] and Tall es-Sul-
tan [Kenyon and Holland 1982: fig. 50:6-10]). Red-
burnished platters with upright / slightly in-turned
elongated squared rims are also a marker of late
EB III period (FIG. 20:1), as at EB IIIB Khirbat az-
Zayraqin (Genz 2002: pl. 1:3) and Tell Beit Mirsim
(stratum J: Dever and Richard 1977: fig. 1:4). A va-
riety of jugs and juglets is also present (FIG. 20: 4
- 20: 7), amongst which red- or black-burnished ju-
glets with globular bodies and pronounced pointed
bases (FIG. 20:7) typify the period (FIG. 21). They
are also typical of late EB III assemblages at other
well-stratified sites. including Beth Shan (Mazar et
al. 2000: 267), Tell ed-Duweir (Tufnell 1958: pls
59:159. 164, 60:210-212, 61:247), Tall es-Sultan
(Garstang 1932: pl. 11:19-20: Kenyon 1960: figs
35:35-38,37:48, 39:10-11, 52:52-55, 61:30, 68:19)
and Tall al-‘UmayrT (Daviau 1991: fig. 6.41:26). In
general, the use of red-burnished and. especially,
pattern-burnished slips becomes more common,
with the vessels of this class having a finer finish
than ever before.

The ongoing study of the assemblage of more
than 100 complete EB IIIB vessels recovered from
the western pavilion of the palace of the ancient
town in 2010 (Nigro 2010a: 67-110) will undoubt-
edly shed further light on the EB II - III pottery
sequence of Khirbat al-Batrawi, making it a key
site in the context of the northern Palestinian and
Jordanian ceramic horizon.
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